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“We strive to ensure that our community cultural 

and historical sites are preserved and protected for 

future generations by identifying at risk locations, 

establishing ownership, arranging for restoration 

and maintenance, and educating the public on our 

purpose and vision.” 
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Annual Report 
 

Corporate information  

 

The Mount Amwell Project, Inc. (EIN 20-3875492) was filed as a Domestic Non-Profit 

Corporation with the State of New Jersey on December 2, 2005 (identification number 

0400112534) and granted an exemption from Federal income tax by the IRS on May 10, 

2006.  

 

Contact 

 

All questions should be addressed to:  

David R. Reading, Executive Director  

The Mount Amwell Project, Inc.  

97 Bissell Road  

Lebanon, NJ 08833 
 

Dave.reading@mtamwell.org  

908-801-3125 

 

  

mailto:Dave.reading@mtamwell.org


Annual Report 

3 

 

 

Contents 

Corporate information ................................................................................ 2 

Contact ....................................................................................................... 2 

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE ................................................................................ 4 

ACCOMPLISMENTS ..................................................................................... 5 

Cemetery Stabilization & Maintenance ........................................................ 5 

Reading Burial Ground (RBG) .................................................................... 5 

Swackhammer .......................................................................................... 6 

Slacktown ................................................................................................. 6 

Haypress .................................................................................................. 7 

On-line Burial Records ............................................................................. 8 

Outreach .................................................................................................... 9 

New Jersey Cemetery Association ............................................................. 9 

HCHS Cemetery Committee .................................................................... 10 

Web site & Face Book page ..................................................................... 10 

LOOKING AHEAD ...................................................................................... 10 

Howell Graveyard ...................................................................................... 10 

Woodschurch Cemetery ............................................................................ 10 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY ............................................................................... 11 

Revenue .................................................................................................... 11 

Expenses .................................................................................................. 12 

CALL TO ACTION ..................................................................................... 13 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ............................................................................. 14 

 

  



Annual Report 

 

Page 4 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

This year’s work consisted mainly of efforts to clean up and arrange regular and adequate 

grounds maintenance on the four cemeteries under our care: Reading Burial Ground, 

Slacktown Cemetery, Haypress Cemetery, and Swackhammer church yard. These efforts 

were successful. All four sites are now out of danger of being overgrown due a lack of 

maintenance. A significant amount of financial resources was expended in the acquisition 

of the Howell Graveyard by Stockton Borough which, fortunately, is near completion. We 

also were able to repair several damaged and broken headstones, rebuild a wall section, 

and remove several trees from the four sites. At the Swackhammer, we leveled and 

cleared the ground around the church ruins providing a safer parking area for visitors and 

volunteers. While all this great work improved the historic value of these sites, it has left 

us with a budget crisis. Next year we will concentrate on solving the fund raising 

challenge as well as take on the Howell graveyard.  

David R. Reading 
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ACCOMPLISMENTS 

Cemetery Stabilization & Maintenance 

The work continued to stabilized and preserve abandoned and forgotten cemeteries by 

our volunteers and contractors.  

Reading Burial Ground (RBG) 

75 Raven Rock Rd., Stockton, Delaware Twp. 

The removal of several large trees was 

completed in early January by Chris Olewick 

and his crew. This was a continuation of the 

work started in late 2016. The large tree in the 

picture was a huge threat to the headstones 

nearby.  

 

 

The stone dry set wall that was damaged by a large 

tree was rebuilt in February and March by Dave 

Reading and Dave Voorhees (shown in picture). The 

wall is of Scottish dry stacked design and was 

probably built around 1810, making it over 200 

years old. The section approximately 13 feet was 

rebuilt using the existing stones.  
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The damaged headstone of Amy (Reading) 

Johnson was reset in May. This stone was 

knocked off the base by the same tree that 

damaged the stone wall. The base was also 

broken and had to be epoxied together.  The 

stone was set on the based and epoxied in place. 

Whole 9 Yards of Sergeantsville cut the grass in 

June, August, and October. 

Swackhammer 

110 Anthony Rd., Glen Gardner, Lebanon Twp.  

The area around the church ruins was leveled 

and cleared in September by Leonard 

Woronowicz of LCW contractors, Glen Gardner, 

NJ and volunteers Ron Barber, Pat Barber, and 

Dave Voorhees. The area was then raked and 

seeded. Pictured is Leonard and Ron. Tom Vara 

was contracted to cut the grass every 2 weeks. 

 

 

Slacktown 

15 Locktown Rd., Kingwood Twp. 

Whole 9 Yards cut 4 times: June, July, August, 

and September. One stone was reset, and one 

stone rebuilt (picture). Volunteers were Dave 

Voorhees, Ray Simonds, Leroy Brown, and Dave 

Reading. 
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Haypress 

15 High Street, Whitehouse Station, NJ. 

Whole 9 Yards cut 3 times (see picture at right). On October 

21st, John O’Brian (in picture below) and Dave Reading reset 

and reassembled several broken head and foot stones. Dave 

Voorhees recovered several headstone fragments. 
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On-line Burial Records 

Beverly Kirby-McDonough, a Hunterdon resident well known for her cemetery listing on 

the internet has agreed to become the lead administrator for the Mount Amwell Project’s 

on–line database. Two additional large listings are available for uploading: The New 

Germantown Cemetery (1450 names) in Oldwick and the Prospect Hill cemetery in 

Flemington.  John M. Thomas, Vice President of the Prospect Hill Cemetery Association 

provided an electronic copy of over 6400 names of persons buried in Prospect Hill 

Cemetery, Flemington. John was assisted by Superintendent, John LaRue. These name 

were deposited with the Hunterdon County Historical Society for inclusion in their 

Cemetery Vertical File. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WWW.MTAMWELL.ORG 
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Outreach 

New Jersey Cemetery Association 

The Swackhammer Cemetery which is owned by the Mount Amwell Project has been 

admitted as a member of the New Jersey Cemetery Association (NJCA) for 2017. We believe 

this is the first member cemetery that is inactive and of a historic nature. The NJCA 

traditionally represents only active New Jersey cemeteries. The board of trustees approved 

the Swackhammer membership after Dave Reading met with Executive Director Judy 

Welshons, legislative advocate Matt Halpin, Treasurer Ed Faulkner, and directors Jonathon 

Pace, Richard Ralph, and Mark Sweatlock on January 24th. This is a significant step forward 

in our efforts to improve statutory protection for abandoned, inactive cemeteries due to 

the influence and scope of the NJCA. 

The New Jersey State Association of Cemetery Officials was organized at Trenton, on 

September 14, 1932. On November 7, 1963, the Certificate of Incorporation was amended 

changing the name of the Association to New Jersey Cemetery Association and also 

amending the membership requirements from cemetery officials to cemeteries. The 

Association fosters the following commitments to its member cemeteries and the public: 

Nurturing of positive consumer relationships by promoting high ethical standards and the 

adoption of policies that promote a lasting memorial to the families we serve; Proactive 

leadership on legislative, regulatory and legal issues and the creation of mutually beneficial 

relationships with state, regional, international and allied associations; Promoting the value 

of selecting and funding cemetery services in advance of need, including the education of 

the public concerning pre-arrangement procedures; Support for the maintenance and 

beautification of all cemetery properties to the end that they remain civic assets within their 

community; Fostering of member cemeteries as guardians of a nation's heritage and as 

places of fitting tribute to the memory of those who have gone before us. The Mount 

Amwell Project is optimistic that the NJCA membership will be mutually beneficial to both 

parties in the coming years. 

In April Dave Reading attended the 85th annual NJCA Convention in Atlantic City and in June 

forwarded a legislative proposal to Judy Welshons for consideration by the NJCA legislative 

committee. The proposal addressed a deficiency in the “Family and Private Burial Grounds 

Preservation Act” currently filed in the New Jersey Legislature. 
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HCHS Cemetery Committee  

Dave Reading performed an internal audit of the HCHS vertical cemetery. The audit (referred 

to as an inventory) was suggested and approved in a HCHS Cemetery Committee meeting 

on May 27, 2017 to be performed by David Reading which he performed on June 8th and 

15th, 2017. Our review disclosed that of the 156 cemetery folders approximately 1/3 were 

incomplete. There were several instances of misfiling and mislabeling. There were no 

instructions for use and the indexes were not easily found. A final report dated July 20, 

2017 was written and delivered to Bob Leith, and Pam Robinson, the HCHS Librarian.  

The MTAP was also represented at 4 Cemetery Committee meetings (1/18, 3/25, 5/27, & 

7/27) as well as the Cemenar held on September 23rd. 

Web site & Face Book page 

A Mount Amwell Project Facebook page was created by Jeff Williamson. Content was moved 

from the old Swackhammer FB page which will no longer be supported. There is a link to it 

from the www.mtamwel.org web site. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Howell Graveyard 

It is anticipated that the acquisition of Howell graveyard by the Borough of Stockton will 

be completed in 2018. The petition to vest title with Stockton was filed with the Superior 

Court of New Jersey, Law Division in Hunterdon County on December 28, 2017. Once the 

court signs the order, Stockton can take legal possession and the MTAP will execute a 

lease with Stockton and begin to clear and maintain the site. 

Woodschurch Cemetery 

Readington township historical commission has ask the MTAP to provide a proposed 

amendment to our Haypress agreement for maintenance of the Woodschurch Cemetery. It 

is probable that we will finalize that amendment in 2018. 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 

Starting cash                          $3901.19      

Donations & sales   $7434.00 

Expenses $9969.51 

Net Income ($2535.51) 

Current cash balance         $1365.68 

 

Revenue 

 

FIGURE 1 TOTAL REVENUE $7434 

Individuals, $6,565, 
88%

Organizations, 
$784, 11%

Sales, $20, 0%
Dues, $65, 1%

Revenue
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Expenses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haypress, $350, 3%
Slacktown, $400, 

4%

Swackhammer, 
$1,535, 15%

Other, $135, 1%

Reading BG, 
$1,460, 15%

Print, $450, 5%

Postage, $200, 2%Insurance, 
$625, 6%Org dues, $90, 1%

Internet, $316, 3%

Meetings, $894, 9%

Gov fees, $55, 1%

Legal, $3,459, 35%

Expenses

FIGURE 2: TOTAL EXPENSES $9,969 
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CALL TO ACTION 

 

The Cemetery Committee of the Hunterdon County Historical Society has designated 32 

of the more than 170 or about 18% of the cemeteries in the County as “High Risk”. Risk in 

this sense is defined as a high probability that the cemetery will be lost or destroyed due 

to neglect, abandonment or purposeful development.  

The Mount Amwell Project seeks to protect and preserve at risk cemeteries by finding or 

establishing a legal owner, clearing and stabilizing the site, and providing long term, 

permanent maintenance. In addition to the many volunteers, all of this require funds. 

Costs include insurance, landscaping services, tree removal, signage, and equipment. 

 

Please help us by donating today. We can accept the following types of donations: 

Cash. Send a check payable to the Mount Amwell Project, Inc. and mail to 

The Mount Amwell Project, Inc. 

97 Bissell Rd. 

Lebanon, NJ 08833 

 

PayPal. Go to www.mtamwell.org “Become a member tab” and make a PayPal donation by 

using the “Donate” button. 

 

Stock. You may make a tax deductible donation of stock. Email us at info@mtamwell.org 

for forms and instructions. 

 

REMEMBER!  Donations are tax deductible. 

 

Smile.amazon. When you make purchases through smile.amazon, Amazon donates 0.5 % 

to the Mount Amwell Project if you choose us as your preferred charity. 

 

 

http://www.mtamwell.org/
mailto:info@mtamwell.org
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

David R. Reading, Chairman and Executive Director (2019) 

Mr. Reading is the founder of the Mount Amwell Project, Inc. and president of Western 

Information Technology Services Corp., an IT consulting company. He is a member of the 

Council of West New Jersey Proprietors and the Sons of the Revolution. 

 

Richard Bennett Reading IV, Secretary/Treasurer (2019) 

Owner of Richard B. Reading Associates providing economic research, data analysis, and 

financial consulting services for various organizations in Princeton, NJ. Mr. Reading has 

been involved in many historic property restorations. 

 

George D. Muller (2020) 

Mr. Muller served as a Freeholder of Hunterdon County for eighteen years, six of which he 

was the Board’s director.  He was president of both Flemington Cut Glass, Inc., and 

Hunterdon Importing, Inc. He has been active in a variety of community service 

organizations and has served as a trustee of the Hunterdon Medical Center and Centenary 

College. 

 

Richard H. Stothoff (2020) 

Mr. Stothoff is the president of Samuel Stothoff Company Inc. and is a past councilman in 

Flemington. He is a trustee and past president of the Hunterdon County Historical Society 

and a member of the Raritan Township Historians. 
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